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Contact Information 
Teacher: Audrey Dyer 

Email: adyer@weimarisd.org 
Ph: 979-725-6300 or 832-800-3410 

     

Supplies 
Mandatory Supplies 

 3 Ring Binder – 1” or larger 
 Spiral Notebook – 1 subject  
 Paper – inside binder 
 Pencils/Pens  
 Colored Pens/Pencils 
 Supply Box/Pouch 
 Scissors 
 Glue Sticks – 2 or more 

Optional Supplies 
 Post It Notes 
 Disinfectant Wipes 
 Hand Sanitizer and Tissues 
 Computer Printer Paper 
 Markers 
 Washi Tape or Tab Dividers 
 Hand Sharpener for pencils 

 
 

Science Course Description 
 
There are many skills that a good scientist needs. My 
instruction and your good effort, will allow you the 
opportunity to make substantial gains in science.  SCIENCE 
IS FUN! The course offers instruction and practice in 
safety, observation, inquiry, vocabulary development, 
writing, and comprehension of new and different science 
concepts.  
There are many tools in this course to help you learn these 
skills: 

*Computer work helps you by providing practice 
that will help you use technology responsibly. 
*Consumable textbooks are provided for practice 
to further build your skills and confidence (this 
means that students can write-in, and tear out, 
pages of their textbook… look for them in the 
science notebooks!). 
*Teacher guided instruction is provided to make 
sure targeted skills are all working together. 

Grading Information 
Daily Work = 55% 
 Participation 
 Independent Work 
 Homework  
 Notebooks 

Tests/Projects/Major = 45% 
 Tests/Quizzes 
 Presentations 
 Group Work 

-Each student will have a role that will 
benefit their group or presentation, and 

will be graded accordingly 
-Late work is ALWAYS accepted without 

penalty, as long as it’s within the 
appropriate grading period 

-Grading Rubrics provided when 
necessary 

What We Do In Class 
 Class opens with a warm up (Bell work) – 

students are expected to walk in, get materials 
as they settle in their seats, and begin. 

 Transition will be a demonstration or video 
that allows students to question, discuss, or 
review the days learning. 

 Direct Teach. 
 Student Exploration and Understanding. 

 
Science Testing days are WEDNESDAYS.  Please look 
over the agenda and have conversations with your 
student about their learning.  

Attendance Policy 
 

Daily attendance is crucial 
to building science 

concepts. 
 

*School attendance is the responsibility 
of parents and students. Students have 
the responsibility to provide the school 

with an adequate explanation and 
appropriate documentation indicating 

the reason(s) for an absence.  
 

*If you miss work, check my website and 
open the appropriate date range. 

*Google Classroom can also be a guide 
to the learning missed in the classroom. 

 
 

100/0 
100% Responsibility of 

your OWN success 
 

0%Excuses 

COMMUNICATION 
I urge you to create a parent portal account so that you can 

keep up with grades and school communication.  Phone 
numbers and email addresses should be current and 
checked often. DON’T FORGET TO JOIN THE GOOGLE 

CLASSROOM AND REMIND FOR SCIENCE!   
I prefer texting and emails over phone calls, unless 

a phone call is absolutely necessary. 
 Please let me know how you prefer to be contacted! 

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is 
only to be understood. Now is the 
time to understand more, so that 
we may fear less. 

- Marie Curie,  
Physicist and Chemist 



 

 

Policies and Procedures 
**All school policies will be enforced in this class.** 

 Hall Passes? Our time is limited…  
 Passes will be given on the basis of extreme emergency at the discretion of the teacher.   
 Do not request a pass to get water or go to see a guidance counselor. (Counselors will send passes for scheduled 

meetings. Students can schedule meetings during before/after school or during lunch) 
 Passes will not be given during the first 15 minutes or last 5 minutes of class. 

 
Entering the room? 

 Please come prepared for class and ready to work.  Bring supplies daily.   
 Enter the room quietly and calmly before the bell. 
 Get all materials before you find your assigned seat, and follow the instructions given on the board/projector. 

  
Throwing things away or sharpening your pencil? 

 You don’t have to ask. 
 Please do not throw things across the room. 
 Disruptions while getting up to throw away trash or sharpen pencils will terminate the privilege.  
 If the teacher or other students are talking to the class, please wait until they are finished. 
 Hand Sharpeners might be a great option for you! 

  
Eating and drinking in class? 

 Nope.  
 The only drink permitted in class is water and must be kept away from technology, when in use. 

  
Participation in Class? 

 We do a lot of talking and sharing.  Working with others will build communication skills and confidence. 
 No one will speak negatively to someone else.  Yes, disagreeing with someone will happen, but there is a right way to 

do it  
 Mrs. Dyer likes to keep it positive like a proton in her science class! 

 
Technology Use? 

 There will be times we use technology for learning and students must adhere to the agreement set forth by WISD.  
 

Guests in the classroom? 
 Please respect all guests in our room. 
 Treat them as you would want to be treated.  
 Smile and keep working. 
 If someone walks in the room, they will address you if they need something. 

 
Asking questions?  

 Students are encouraged to ask for help whenever needed!!! 
 Please use the appropriate voice level. 
 During Group or Independent work:  Ask 3 before you ask me  

 
Leaving class? 

 The bell does not dismiss you, the teacher does! 
 



This page outlines the basic science skills your student should be comfortable with, from now until forever. 
These TEKS that the ones State of Texas will test your student on during the STAAR test in the spring of their 
8th grade year.  Your student highlighted some interesting concepts that they are excited to learn! 

In Grades 6 – 8, content is organized into recurring strands. The concepts within each grade level build on prior knowledge and 
prepare students for the next grade level and establish a foundation for high school courses. In Grade 7, the following concepts will be 

addressed in each strand: 
(B) Matter and energy. Students have prior experience with elements in Grade 6 and will develop an understanding that compounds 

are also pure substances in Grade 7. Students will investigate the differences between elements and compounds through observations, 
descriptions of physical properties, and chemical reactions. Students will build upon their understanding of solutions by exploring 

aqueous solutions. (C) Force, motion, and energy. Students will measure, calculate, graph, and investigate how forces impact linear 
motion. Students will build upon their understanding of the laws of motions by exploring Newton’s First Law. Temperature is a 

measure of the average kinetic energy of molecules. Thermal energy is transferred by conduction, convection, or radiation in order to 
reach thermal equilibrium. (D) Earth and space. Students will explore characteristics and organization of objects and the role of 

gravity within our solar system. Earth has a specific set of characteristics that allow life to exist. Students will further their 
understanding of the geosphere by illustrating how Earth’s features change over time through tectonic movement. Students will 

investigate how humans depend on and affect the hydrosphere. (E) Organisms and environments. Students will further their 
understanding of organ systems by identifying the main functions of the organs within the human body. During both sexual and 

asexual reproduction, traits are passed onto the next generation. Students will understand how traits in populations can change through 
the processes of natural and artificial selection. Students will analyze how energy flows through trophic levels and how biodiversity 
impacts an ecosystem’s sustainability. Students will gain an understanding of the taxonomic classifications of organisms and how 

characteristics determine their classification. 
 

(5) Matter and 
energy. The student 

knows that interactions 
occur between matter 

and energy. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) recognize that 
radiant energy from 

the Sun is transformed 
into chemical energy 

through the process of 
photosynthesis; and 

(B) diagram the flow 
of energy through 

living systems, 
including food chains, 
food webs, and energy 

pyramids. 
(6) Matter and 

energy. The student 
knows that matter has 
physical and chemical 

properties and can 
undergo physical and 

chemical changes. The 
student is expected to 
distinguish between 

physical and chemical 
changes in matter. 

(7) Force, motion, 
and energy. The 

student knows that 
there is a 

relationship among 
force, motion, and 

energy. The student 
is expected to: (A) 

illustrate the 
transformation of 
energy within an 
organism such as 
the transfer from 

chemical energy to 
thermal energy; and 

(B) demonstrate 
and illustrate forces 
that affect motion 
in organisms such 
as emergence of 
seedlings, turgor 

pressure, 
geotropism, and 

circulation of 
blood. 

(8) Earth and space. The 
student knows that natural 
events and human activity 
can impact Earth systems. 

The student is expected 
to: (A) predict and 

describe how catastrophic 
events such as floods, 

hurricanes, or tornadoes 
impact ecosystems; (B) 
analyze the effects of 

weathering, erosion, and 
deposition on the 
environment in 

ecoregions of Texas; and 
(C) model the effects of 

human activity on 
groundwater and surface 

water in a watershed. 
(9) Earth and space. The 

student knows 
components of our solar 
system. The student is 

expected to: (A) analyze 
the characteristics of 
objects in our solar 

system that allow life to 
exist such as the 

proximity of the Sun, 
presence of water, and 

composition of the 
atmosphere; and (B) 

identify the 
accommodations, 
considering the 

characteristics of our solar 
system, that enabled 

manned space 
exploration. 

(10) Organisms and 
environments. The 
student knows that 

there is a relationship 
between organisms 

and the environment. 
The student is 

expected to: (A) 
observe and describe 

how different 
environments, 

including 
microhabitats in 
schoolyards and 
biomes, support 

different varieties of 
organisms; (B) 
describe how 
biodiversity 

contributes to the 
sustainability of an 
ecosystem; and (C) 
observe, record, and 
describe the role of 

ecological succession 
such as in a 

microhabitat of a 
garden with weeds. 

(11) Organisms and 
environments. The 
student knows that 

populations and species 
demonstrate variation 

and inherit many of their 
unique traits through 

gradual processes over 
many generations. The 
student is expected to: 
(A) examine organisms 
or their structures such 
as insects or leaves and 
use dichotomous keys 
for identification; (B) 

explain variation within 
a population or species 
by comparing external 
features, behaviors, or 

physiology of organisms 
that enhance their 
survival such as 

migration, hibernation, 
or storage of food in a 
bulb; and (C) identify 

some changes in genetic 
traits that have occurred 
over several generations 
through natural selection 

and selective breeding 
such as the Galapagos 
Medium Ground Finch 

(Geospiza fortis) or 
domestic animals and 

hybrid plants. 



(12) Organisms and environments. The student knows that living systems at all levels of organization 
demonstrate the complementary nature of structure and function. The student is expected to: (A) investigate and 
explain how internal structures of organisms have adaptations that allow specific functions such as gills in fish, 

hollow bones in birds, or xylem in plants; (B) identify the main functions of the systems of the human 
organism, including the circulatory, respiratory, skeletal, muscular, digestive, excretory, reproductive, 

integumentary, nervous, and endocrine systems; (C) recognize levels of organization in plants and animals, 
including cells, tissues, organs, organ systems, and organisms; (D) differentiate between structure and function 

in plant and animal cell organelles, including cell membrane, cell wall, nucleus, cytoplasm, mitochondrion, 
chloroplast, and vacuole; (E) compare the functions of cell organelles to the functions of an organ system; and 

(F) recognize the components of cell theory. 
(13) Organisms and environments. The student knows that a living organism must be able to maintain 

balance in stable internal conditions in response to external and internal stimuli. The student is expected to: (A) 
investigate how organisms respond to external stimuli found in the environment such as phototropism and fight 

or flight; and (B) describe and relate responses in organisms that may result from internal stimuli such as 
wilting in plants and fever or vomiting in animals that allow them to maintain balance.  

(14) Organisms and environments. The student knows that reproduction is a characteristic of living organisms 
and that the instructions for traits are governed in the genetic material. The student is expected to: (A) define 
heredity as the passage of genetic instructions from one generation to the next generation; (B) compare the 

results of uniform or diverse offspring from asexual or sexual reproduction; and (C) recognize that inherited 
traits of individuals are governed in the genetic material found in the genes within chromosomes in the nucleus. 



Parent and Student Contract: 
 

 
 
 
Grown Up: Please discuss this with your student.  Ask them about the highlighted 
parts.  Then, provide the following information, and sign, showing you have read and 
understand the class policies and procedures on the previous pages. 
  
Print Grown Up Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Grown Up Signature:  _______________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number:   (          ) ______________ - ________________________ 
 
 
E~Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I prefer to be contacted by :   TEXT  or  EMAIL or  CALL 
 
 
Student: I listened and read and understand the class policies and procedures on 
the previous pages. I will try my best to be both a great human and great scientist. 
 
Print Student Name:   ____________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

Codes for the Classroom: 
Google Classroom –  
Remind App –  

 
 
 

Also, please look over the Lab Safety Contract on the back.  
This will be turned in for the first HOMEWORK grade.  


