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Contact Information 
Teacher: Audrey Dyer 

Email: adyer@weimarisd.org 
Ph: 979-725-6300 or 832-800-3410 

     

Supplies 
Mandatory Supplies 

 3 Ring Binder – 1” or larger 
 Spiral Notebook – 1 subject  
 Paper – inside binder 
 Pencils/Pens  
 Colored Pens/Pencils 
 Supply Box/Pouch 
 Scissors 
 Glue Sticks – 2 or more 

Optional Supplies 
 Post It Notes 
 Disinfectant Wipes 
 Hand Sanitizer and Tissues 
 Computer Printer Paper 
 Markers 
 Washi Tape or Tab Dividers 
 Hand Sharpener for pencils 

 
 

Science Course Description 
 
5th Grade science is designed to target skills that you may 
not have developed completely. There are many skills that 
a good scientist needs. My instruction and your good 
effort, will allow you the opportunity to make substantial 
gains in science.  SCIENCE IS FUN! The course offers 
instruction and practice in safety, observation, inquiry, 
vocabulary development, writing, and comprehension of 
new and different science concepts.  
There are many tools in this course to help you learn these 
skills: 

*Computer work helps you by providing practice 
that will help you use technology responsibly. 
*Consumable textbooks are provided for practice 
to further build your skills and confidence (this 
means that students can write-in, and tear out, 
pages of their textbook… look for them in the 
science notebooks!). 
*Teacher guided instruction is provided to make 
sure targeted skills are all working together. 

Grading Information 
Daily Work = 55% 
 Participation 
 Independent Work 
 Homework  
 Notebooks 

Tests/Projects/Major = 45% 
 Tests 
 Quizzes 
 Presentations 
 Group Work 

-Each student will have a role that will 
benefit their group or presentation, and 

will be graded accordingly 

 
-Grading Rubrics provided when 

necessary 

What We Do In Class 
 Class opens with a warm up (Bell work) – 

students are expected to walk in, get materials 
as they settle in their seats, and begin. 

 Transition will be a demonstration or video 
that allows students to question, discuss, or 
review the days learning. 

 Direct Teach. 
 Student Exploration and Understanding. 

 
Science Testing days are WEDNESDAYS.  Please look 
over the agenda and have conversations with your 
student about their learning.  

Attendance Policy 
 

Daily attendance is crucial 
to building science 

concepts. 
 

*School attendance is the responsibility 
of parents and students. Students have 
the responsibility to provide the school 

with an adequate explanation and 
appropriate documentation indicating 

the reason(s) for an absence.  
 

Homeroom is 2nd period.  Please remind 
students to turn in documents, forms, 

payments, etc, to their 2nd period 
teacher.  

 
 

 

100/0 
100% Responsibility of 

your OWN success 
 

0%Excuses 

COMMUNICATION 
I urge you to create a parent portal account so that you can 

keep up with grades and school communication.  Phone 
numbers and email addresses should be current and 

checked often.   
I prefer texting and emails over phone calls, unless 

a phone is absolutely necessary. 
 Please let me know how you prefer to be contacted! 

 

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is 
only to be understood. Now is the 
time to understand more, so that 
we may fear less. 

- Marie Curie,  
Physicist and Chemist 



 

 

Policies and Procedures 
**All school policies will be enforced in this class.** 

 Hall Passes? Our time is limited…  
 Passes will be given on the basis of extreme emergency at the discretion of the teacher.   
 Do not request a pass to get water or go to see a guidance counselor. (Guidance will send passes for scheduled 

meetings, and they can be scheduled during lunch/before or after school) 
 Passes will not be given during the first 15 minutes or last 5 minutes of class AND you must have your planner in 

order to leave.  
 
Entering the room? 

 You are to come prepared for class and ready to work.  Paper, sharpened pencils/pen, textbook, etc. should be 
brought to class each day, unless you are instructed to do otherwise by the teacher. 

 Enter the room quietly and calmly before the bell. 
 Get all materials before you find your assigned seat, and follow the instructions given on the board/projector. 

  
Throwing things away or sharpening your pencil? 

 You don’t have to ask. 
 Please quietly get up, one at a time, if the teacher is talking to the class wait until finished. 
 Please do not throw things across the room. 
 Disruptions while getting up to throw away trash or sharpen pencils will terminate the privilege.  
 If the teacher or other students are talking to the class, please wait until they are finished. 
 Hand Sharpeners might be a great option for you! 

  
Eating and drinking in class? 

 Nope.  
 The only drink permitted in class is a bottle of water with a twist on lid and must be kept away from technology. 

  
Participation in Class? 

 We do a lot of talking and sharing.  Working with others will build communication skills and confidence. 
 No one will speak negatively to someone else.  Yes, disagreeing with someone will happen, but there is a right way to 

do it  
 Mrs. Dyer likes to keep it positive like a proton in her science class! 

 
Technology Use? 

 There will be times we use technology for learning and students must adhere to the agreement set forth by WISD.  
 

Guests in the classroom? 
 Please respect all guests in our room. 
 Treat them as you would want to be treated. 
 If someone walks in the room, they will address you if they need something. 
 Just smile and keep working. 

 
Asking questions?  

 Students are encouraged to ask for help whenever needed!!! 
 Please use the appropriate voice level. 
 During Group or Independent work:  Ask 3 before you ask me  

 
Leaving class? 

 The bell does not dismiss you, the teacher does! 
 



Science, Grade 5 TEKS: (a) Introduction. (1) In Grade 5, scientific investigations are used to learn about the 
natural world. Students should understand that certain types of questions can be answered by investigations and 

that methods, models, and conclusions built from these investigations change as new observations are made. 
Models of objects and events are tools for understanding the natural world and can show how systems work. 
They have limitations and based on new discoveries are constantly being modified to more closely reflect the 

natural world. (A) Within the physical environment, students learn about the physical properties of matter, 
including magnetism, mass, physical states of matter, relative density, solubility in water, and the ability to 

conduct or insulate electrical and thermal energy. Students explore the uses of light, thermal, electrical, 
mechanical, and sound energies. (B) Within the natural environment, students learn how changes occur on 

Earth's surface and that predictable patterns occur in the sky. Students learn that the natural world consists of 
resources, including nonrenewable and renewable. (C) Within the living environment, students learn that 
structure and function of organisms can improve the survival of members of a species. Students learn to 

differentiate between inherited traits and learned behaviors. (2) Science, as defined by the National Academy of 
Sciences, is the "use of evidence to construct testable explanations and predictions of natural phenomena, as 

well as the knowledge generated through this process." (3) Recurring themes are pervasive in sciences, 
mathematics, and technology. These ideas transcend disciplinary boundaries and include patterns, cycles, 

systems, models, and change and constancy. (4) The study of elementary science includes planning and safely 
implementing classroom and outdoor investigations using scientific processes, including inquiry methods, 

analyzing information, making informed decisions, and using tools to collect and record information, while 
addressing the major concepts and vocabulary, in the context of physical, earth, and life sciences. Districts are 

encouraged to facilitate classroom and outdoor investigations for at least 50% of instructional time. (5) 
Statements containing the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those containing the 

phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. (b) Knowledge and skills. (1) Scientific 
investigation and reasoning. The student conducts classroom and outdoor investigations following home and 

school safety procedures and environmentally appropriate and ethical practices. The student is expected to: (A) 
demonstrate safe practices and the use of safety equipment as outlined in Texas Education Agency-approved 

safety standards during classroom and outdoor investigations using safety equipment, including safety goggles 
or chemical splash goggles, as appropriate, and gloves, as appropriate; and (B) make informed choices in the 
conservation, disposal, and recycling of materials. (2) Scientific investigation and reasoning. The student uses 

scientific practices during laboratory and outdoor investigations. The student is expected to: (A) describe, plan, 
and implement simple experimental investigations testing one variable; (B) ask well defined questions, 

formulate testable hypotheses, and select and use appropriate equipment and technology; (C) collect and record 
information using detailed observations and accurate measuring; (D) analyze and interpret information to 

construct reasonable explanations from direct (observable) and indirect (inferred) evidence; (E) demonstrate 
that repeated investigations may increase the reliability of results; (F) communicate valid conclusions in both 

written and verbal forms; and (G) construct appropriate simple graphs, tables, maps, and charts using 
technology, including computers, to organize, examine, and evaluate information. (3) Scientific investigation 
and reasoning. The student uses critical thinking and scientific problem solving to make informed decisions. 

The student is expected to: (A) analyze, evaluate, and critique scientific explanations by using evidence, logical 
reasoning, and experimental and observational testing; (B) draw or develop a model that represents how 

something that cannot be seen such as the Sun, Earth, and Moon system and formation of sedimentary rock 
works or looks; and (C) connect grade-level appropriate science concepts with the history of science, science 
careers, and contributions of scientists. (4) Scientific investigation and reasoning. The student knows how to 
use a variety of tools and methods to conduct science inquiry. The student is expected to collect, record, and 
analyze information using tools, including calculators, microscopes, cameras, computers, hand lenses, metric 

rulers, Celsius thermometers, prisms, mirrors, balances, spring scales, graduated cylinders, beakers, hot plates, 
meter sticks, magnets, collecting nets, and notebooks; timing devices; and materials to support observations of 

habitats or organisms such as terrariums and aquariums. 
 
This page outlines the basic science skills your student should be comfortable with, from now until forever. The 
back of this page outlines the TEKS that the State of Texas will test your student on during the STAAR test in 

the spring.  Your student highlighted some interesting concepts that they are excited to learn! 



(5) Matter and 
energy. The 

student knows 
that matter has 

measurable 
physical 

properties and 
those properties 
determine how 

matter is 
classified, 

changed, and 
used. The student 

is expected to: 
(A) classify 

matter based on 
measurable, 
testable, and 
observable 

physical 
properties, 

including mass, 
magnetism, 

physical state (S-
L-G) relative 

density (sinking 
and floating using 

water as a 
reference point), 

solubility in 
water, and the 

ability to conduct 
or insulate 

thermal energy or 
electric energy; 
(B) demonstrate 

that some 
mixtures maintain 

physical 
properties of their 
ingredients such 

as iron filings and 
sand and sand and 

water; and (C) 
identify changes 
that can occur in 

the physical 
properties of the 

ingredients of 
solutions such as 
dissolving salt in 
water or adding 
lemon juice to 

water. 

(6) Force, 
motion, and 

energy.  
The student 

knows that energy 
occurs in many 

forms and can be 
observed in 

cycles, patterns, 
and systems. The 

student is 
expected to: (A) 
explore the uses 

of energy, 
including 

mechanical, light, 
thermal, 

electrical, and 
sound energy; (B) 
demonstrate that 

the flow of 
electricity in 

closed circuits 
can produce light, 

heat, or sound; 
(C) demonstrate 
that light travels 
in a straight line 
until it strikes an 

object and is 
reflected or 

travels through 
one medium to 
another and is 

refracted; and (D) 
design a simple 

experimental 
investigation that 
tests the effect of 

force on an 
object. 

(7) Earth and 
space. The 

student knows 
Earth's surface is 

constantly 
changing and 

consists of useful 
resources. The 

student is 
expected to: (A) 

explore the 
processes that led 
to the formation 
of sedimentary 
rocks and fossil 
fuels; and (B) 
recognize how 

landforms such as 
deltas, canyons, 
and sand dunes 
are the result of 

changes to Earth's 
surface by wind, 

water, or ice. 

(8) Earth and 
space. The 

student knows 
that there are 
recognizable 

patterns in the 
natural world and 
among the Sun, 

Earth, and Moon 
system. The 

student is 
expected to: (A) 

differentiate 
between weather 
and climate; (B) 
explain how the 

Sun and the ocean 
interact in the 

water cycle; (C) 
demonstrate that 
Earth rotates on 

its axis once 
approximately 
every 24 hours 

causing the 
day/night cycle 
and the apparent 
movement of the 

Sun across the 
sky; and (D) 
identify and 
compare the 

physical 
characteristics of 
the Sun, Earth, 

and Moon. 

(9) Organisms 
and 

environments.  
The student 

knows that there 
are relationships, 

systems, and 
cycles within 
environments. 
The student is 

expected to: (A) 
observe the way 
organisms live 
and survive in 

their ecosystem 
by interacting 
with the living 
and nonliving 

components; (B) 
describe the flow 
of energy within a 

food web, 
including the 

roles of the Sun, 
producers, 

consumers, and 
decomposers; (C) 
predict the effects 

of changes in 
ecosystems 

caused by living 
organisms, 
including 

humans, such as 
the 

overpopulation of 
grazers or the 

building of 
highways; and 

(D) identify 
fossils as 

evidence of past 
living organisms 
and the nature of 
the environments 
at the time using 

models. 

(10) Organisms 
and 

environments. 
The student 
knows that 

organisms have 
structures and 
behaviors that 

help them survive 
within their 

environments. 
The student is 

expected to: (A) 
compare the 

structures and 
functions of 

different species 
that help them 

live and survive 
in a specific 

environment such 
as hooves on 

prairie animals or 
webbed feet in 

aquatic animals; 
and (B) 

differentiate 
between inherited 

traits of plants 
and animals such 

as spines on a 
cactus or shape of 

a beak and 
learned behaviors 
such as an animal 
learning tricks or 
a child riding a 

bicycle. 



Parent and Student Contract: 
 

 
 
 
Grown Up: Please discuss this with your student.  Ask them about the highlighted 
parts.  Then, provide the following information, and sign, showing you have read and 
understand the class policies and procedures on the previous pages. 
  
Print Grown Up Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Grown Up Signature:  _______________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number:   (          ) ______________ - ________________________ 
 
 
E~Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I prefer to be contacted by :   TEXT  or  EMAIL or  CALL 
 
 
Student: I listened and read and understand the class policies and procedures on 
the previous pages. I will try my best to be both a great human and great scientist. 
 
Print Student Name:   ____________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

Codes for the Classroom: 
Google Classroom –  
Remind App –  

 
 
 

Also, please look over the Lab Safety Contract on the back.  
This will be turned in for the first HOMEWORK grade.  


